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Glass packaging waste recycling targets for 2014 
 
 
 
 

Background 

The Packaging Regulations1 which came into force on 11 December 2012 set out a recycling target for 

glass packaging waste of 81%, of which 63% must be recycled via a remelt application. The recycling 

target was based on best available data at that time. Subsequent analysis of the flow of glass 

packaging onto the market has identified that the actual flow of glass is some 350,000 tonnes less that 

the figure used to establish the 81% (and subsequent 63% remelt) recycling targets.  

The impact of this revised figure is that the domestic recycling target of 81% is now higher than it 

needs to be to ensure the UK meets the Packaging Directive recovery target of 60% of glass 

packaging waste. 

At the end of 2013, Defra issued a consultation outlining options for reducing the UK glass recycling 

target. They have since announced subsequent to the 2014 budget that they will be revising the glass 

target for 2014. The revised recycling target will be 75%, of which not less than 65% must be recycled 

via remelt applications. 

In order to introduce this revised target, Defra have to amend the Packaging Regulations. The 

amendment to the regulations is anticipated to come into force in the autumn of 2014, with the revised 

targets to be met by the end of the 2014 compliance period. 

Expecting producers and compliance schemes to continue to work to the existing 81% regulatory 

target, but plan for an expected regulatory amendment in autumn 2014 creates confusion, uncertainty 

and potentially affects the operation of the market system for the supply and demand for glass 

Packaging Recovery Notes (PRNs) and Packaging Export Recovery Notes (PERNs). 

This statement sets out how glass recycling obligations will be managed for 2014, pending a change to 

the glass recycling targets in the Regulations. 

Our approach 

In order to remove the potential for confusion and provide stability in the PRN market for glass for 

2014, and also to enable producers and compliance schemes to plan effectively, we will not take 

                                  
1 The Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) (Amendment) Regulations 2012 

If you are required to recover glass under the Packaging Waste Regulations, we will treat 

you as having complied with your annual recycling target for 2014, provided you reach the 

target set out in this statement. 

 
 



 

enforcement action against obligated parties for failing to meet the glass recycling target of 81% for the 

2014 compliance period, provided that they meet the intended revised targets announced by Defra : 

namely a glass recycling target of 75%, of which not less than 65% must be recycled via a remelt 

application.  

Enforcement  

If obligated producers meet the announced glass recycling target of 75%, of which 65% is recycled via 

a remelt application for the 2014 compliance period, we will not take enforcement action against you. If 

you fail to meet these targets we will take enforcement action in line with our Enforcement and 

Sanctions statement.  

This position statement will cease to have effect once the glass recycling target has been amended in 

the packaging regulations. 

This regulatory position will be reviewed by December 2014. 
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