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Consigning Small Mixed WEEE December 2013 

 

This briefing note has been produced to clarify the requirements for 
consigning small mixed WEEE (SMW).  

Waste electronic and electrical equipment (WEEE) containing hazardous components must be classified 
as hazardous waste and moved with a hazardous waste consignment note. This requirement also applies 
where both hazardous and non-hazardous WEEE are moved together. In such instances the hazardous 
code (20 01 35*) and non-hazardous code (20 01 36) should be recorded on the hazardous waste 
consignment note which must accompany all such movements. 

We consider SMW to be typically small items of WEEE, some of which contain hazardous components. 
SMW does not include other separately collected WEEE items such as cathode ray tube and flat screen 
TVs and monitors, refrigeration equipment, large household appliances and fluorescent lamps.  

In the table below we have provided a non-exhaustive list of hazardous components present in SMW: 

Hazardous component (absolute entry in 
European Waste Catalogue EWC). 

SMW likely to contain these components 

Nickel Cadmium battery  Power tools  

Lead battery Back up battery for alarms, lighting, computer and telephone 
installations  

Mercury cell battery Coin cells used in computers, watches, calculators, hearing 
aids, other small battery powered devices  

Mercury gas discharge lamps SMW with larger LCD screens is likely to contain mercury 
backlights – e.g. laptops, tablets, copier display screens, 
scanners etc. LED backlighting replacing mercury in new 
devices, but still likely in the waste stream for years to come. 
Due to fragile nature must be handled carefully to prevent 
breakage.  

Mercury switches or other components Mercury tilt switches or vapour pressure switches may be 
found in old irons, coffee machines and telephone 
installations. Mercury containing relay switches were used in 
old high quality electronic and sophisticated monitoring 
equipment 

Polychlorinated bi-phenyl (PCB) capacitors 

May be marked “non PCB”- but only a voluntary 
step by manufacturers) 

Historic SMW items manufactured pre 1987 microwaves, 
ballasts of lamp equipment, copying equipment, power 
supply units, ballast units of low voltage systems, and many 
other electronic components such as screens 
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CFC, HCFC, HFC, HCs, ammonia – Ozone 
depleting or highly flammable 

Dehumidifiers, air conditioning units, small portable fridges 

 

Asbestos  Stoves, canteen urns, electric heating systems, electric 
storage heaters, toaster, hairdryers, and any heat isolation 
system in electrical devices put on the market before 1985. 

Refractory ceramic fibres – H7 carcinogenic Typically used in Industrial applications as 
furnace/heater/kiln linings. Unlikely in SMW but operators 
should be looking in order to identify and remove if 
encountered. 

Toner cartridges - Down to individual 
assessment on threshold in the component but 
some will be hazardous e.g. >1% titanium 
dioxide or carbon black is hazardous under H7 
carcinogenic. WEEE Directive also requires 
removal of all fluids.  

Printers, copiers 

 
Hazardous Waste Consignment Note for SMW 

Where a co-collected load of SMW contains hazardous WEEE it must be consigned.  

It is the producer’s responsibility to classify their wastes appropriately. It is an offence under reg 68(1) of 
the Hazardous Waste Regulations (HWR) to knowingly mis-describe the waste moved on the consignment 
note.  

If you think your co-collected unsorted SMW contains both hazardous and non-hazardous items, under 
Part B of the consignment note you may: 

Option 1: Describe the ‘co-collected’ waste as 20 01 35*, discarded electrical and electronic equipment 
containing hazardous components, with 20 01 36 non-hazardous discarded electrical and electronic 
equipment; or  

Option 2: Enter both 20 01 35* and 20 01 36 on separate lines accompanied by the respective description 
for each code 

Weight 

You are required to enter the weight of your load onto the consignment note. There are two options by 
which you can do this for SMW 

Option 1: For unsorted SMW (of 20 01 35* and 20 01 36), if you do not know the proportion of hazardous 
and non-hazardous SMW in that load, you must record the weight of the entire load on the consignment 
note. 

Option 2: Enter an estimate of the proportion of hazardous and non-hazardous waste, based on 
understanding of the composition of the waste.  

Description of the waste 

As the waste producer, you have a duty to record the hazardous components present in the load as 
accurately as possible, based on your understanding of the waste stream. 
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Physical form  

Mixed. Although most will be solid, some liquids or gases may also be present. 

Hazard codes 

The most likely codes are H6, H7 and H14, but others may be appropriate.  

Further guidance on how to classify your wastes can be found in our WM2 guidance 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32180.aspx.  

For further guidance on completing a consignment note, please refer to the Environment Agency website 

Reporting  

You must send us a consignee return reporting the hazardous waste that you have received every quarter. 
You must provide the return within one month of the end of that quarter. For example, the return for 
Quarter 1 (1 January to 31 March) must be provided by 30 April. 

You do not need to report non-hazardous WEEE on your consignee return. However, where you have not 
calculated the respective weights of hazardous and non-hazardous WEEE on the consignment note, you 
should report the total weight of the mixed load on the consignee returns using code 20 01 35*.  

Derogation 

To reduce the cost burden on consignees of the SMW waste stream (from household sources only), a 
consignee fees derogation has been agreed (See RPS 135) for sorted and co-collected SMW. The 
consignee fees derogation only covers the movement from a Household WEEE collection point to another 
permitted or exempt facility. Any subsequent movements to intermediate bulking up facilities are not 
covered by this derogation. The consignee fees derogation means that the consignee of the waste moved 
from the Household WEEE collection point can summarise all such movements received in each quarter 
under one consignment code. So rather than paying the Environment Agency a fee for each load received, 
the consignee will only need to pay a single fee to cover all loads received each quarter. 

For the purpose of this consignee fees derogation, a household WEEE collection point includes the 
following: 

A household waste recycling centre (civic amenity site) 

A bring bank 

A retailer offering in-store take-back  

We will monitor the use of this derogation and reserve the right to withdraw it in future if the conditions of 
the derogation are not being complied with.  

Other hazardous WEEE streams 

This consignee fees derogation only applies to SMW from the household sources above. It does not apply 
to other non derogated hazardous WEEE streams such as TVs, monitors and refrigeration equipment. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32180.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32196.aspx

