
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Date: 26th Feb 2012 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) (Amendment) Regulations 

2012 and Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) (Amendment) 

(Northern Ireland) Regulations 2012 (the “2012 amending Regulations”) 

I am writing to draw your attention to an error contained within the above 2012 amending 

Regulations.  This relates to the formula set down for calculation of the proportion of a 

producer’s total glass obligation which must be met by PRNs/PERNs from remelt 

applications (i.e. the ‘glass remelt obligation’). The Government’s policy and intention 

remain that, in 2013, this should be 63% of a producer’s total glass recycling obligation; 

the incorrect formula contained in the Regulations yields a higher remelt obligation than 

the intended 63%.   

The Department is taking action to amend the Regulations to correct the error. For the 

avoidance of doubt, the correct formula for calculation of the glass remelt obligation (G) is: 

L x B x Y x W = G 

Where:  

 Y is the recycling target for glass as prescribed in paragraph 6 of Schedule 2  

 L is the tonnage of glass handled in the previous year 

 B is the percentage obligation for that class of producer as specified in paragraph 

3(4) of Schedule 2 

 W is the re-melt target for glass in that year (63% for 2013) as specified in 

paragraph 3(6A) of Schedule 2 

The ‘statements of obligations’ issued via the National Packaging Waste Database 

(NPWD) will base the calculations for the remelt obligation on the correct formula given 

above.  



The Environment Agency (EA) will also be clarifying their position via a published  

Regulatory Position Statement which confirms that, until such time as the formula has 

been corrected in the Regulations, compliance schemes and producers will be expected to 

achieve the remelt obligation as calculated by NPWD. The EA will seek to enforce 

compliance with the remelt obligation as calculated by NPWD as this is in line with the 

articulated policy and in anticipation of the correction that will be made to the Regulations.  

The Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) and Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency (SEPA) will adopt the same enforcement position. 

I would also like to take the opportunity to clarify that the glass remelt obligation does not 

apply to those producers that use the allocation method to calculate their packaging 

recycling obligation.  This is in line with Government policy to minimise burdens on smaller 

businesses. 

If you wish to comment upon any of the issues raised in this letter, or if you wish to 

comment on the corrected glass re-melt formula set out above, please contact the 

Department in writing using the contact details below by 31st March 2013.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Simon Dawes 

 
Head of the Recycling Team 
Email: packaging@defra.gsi.gov.uk  
Postal address: Area 6D, Ergon House,  
Horseferry Road, London SW1P 2AL 
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