
 

  
Regulatory position statement      

 
Consignee returns: relaxation of reporting requirements for 
specified hazardous wastes 
 

Background 

When hazardous waste is collected from one place and delivered to another, a consignment note is 

used to track the movement. Each individual consignment note has an associated fee payable to the 

Environment Agency. A summary of the details in the consignment notes received must be reported 

quarterly to us by the site receiving the waste (known as the consignee). 

This regulatory position statement identifies the circumstances where the consignee doesn't have to 

enter each individual consignment for movements of specified hazardous wastes, so allowing a 

reduction in charges. All other requirements of the Hazardous Waste Regulations still apply, including 

the requirement to complete consignment notes.  

Our approach 

If the appropriate general and specific rules below are complied with, we will relax the requirements for 

reporting the movement of specific types of hazardous waste.  

Specific hazardous waste types 

1. Fluorescent tubes and other hazardous lighting equipment 

2. Lead-acid motor vehicle batteries   

3. Air freshener aerosol cans from toilets or washrooms 

4. Veterinary waste from farms 

5. Dry cell portable batteries 

6. Recovered refrigerant gases 

7. Samples of hazardous waste being sent to a laboratory  

8. Un-depolluted ELVs 

9. Small mixed WEEE from household sources 

10. Municipal pesticides 

 



 

General rules     

Where it applies, this position means that the consignee does not have to enter each individual 

consignment of hazardous waste on the quarterly return. They should summarise all the receipts for 

each quarter under one consignment code.    

This position only applies when the hazardous waste types specified above are moved from their 

original producer and delivered to a permitted or exempt consignee. It does not apply when waste is 

then moved from this consignee to any other consignee1. 

If other types of waste that are not covered by the position have been accepted the consignee should 

include these on the same return as separate EWC entries against the same consignment note.  For 

guidance on how to complete the consignee returns refer to the guidance on the receiving hazardous 

waste page on our website and Annex 2 below. 

The consignee must hold a waste permit or exemption that authorises them to receive the waste and 

they must also comply with the requirements to:   

 Send the original producer and/or consignor a return detailing receipt of the waste. 

 Keep records in accordance with the Hazardous Waste Regulations (HWR). 

 Submit a quarterly consignee return to us. 

You must also meet the waste specific rules listed in Annex 1. 

Enforcement  

In not pursuing these aspects of the Hazardous Waste Regulations for the movement of certain 

hazardous wastes, this means we will not normally take enforcement action unless the activity has 

caused, or is likely to cause, pollution or harm to health. For a more detailed explanation of this 

enforcement position, please see our Enforcement and Sanctions statement.  

This regulatory position will be reviewed in September 2014. If compliance with the Hazardous Waste 

Regulations and the rules of this RPS are not being adhered to for any waste listed (1-10), we will 

consider removing that waste from this position statement. 
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1.  Where the producer is a householder, the “original producer” is considered to be the site to where the 
householder first delivers their hazardous waste. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32194.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32194.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/regulation/31851.aspx


 

Annex 1 - Waste specific rules  

For this position to apply the hazardous waste must fall within the waste description, the list of waste 

code and any appropriate specific rules given in the table below:  

Waste description  
List of Waste 

(EWC) code  
Specific rules 

Lead-acid motor vehicle 

batteries 
16 06 01* 

There must be five or fewer lead-acid batteries in each 

of the consignments received. If there are any more the 

consignee must enter each consignment separately on 

the quarterly return. 

Un-depolluted End of life 

vehicles (ELV) 
16 01 04* 

The ELV must be taken to an Authorised Treatment 

Facility (ATF). 

Veterinary waste from 

farms 

18 02 02* 

18 02 05* 

18 02 07* 

This only applies to waste from farms that is collected 

and stored at a veterinary practice and consists of the 

following types of waste: 

 - animal healthcare waste (hazardous and non-

hazardous) 

 - animal medicines (including cytotoxic and cytostatic 

medicines) 

Samples of hazardous 

waste being sent to a 

laboratory 

This could 

include a 

number of 

codes  

If you have waste and are taking a sample of it to 

determine its characteristics or where it may be sent to, 

the sample is waste. If, however, the sample is taken to 

determine whether something should be discarded, or 

is a monitoring sample from a non waste source, then 

that sample will not be waste and would not be within 

the scope of this position.  

The HWR apply to samples of hazardous waste sent to 

any lab for analysis, for any purpose, and in all 

circumstances. They also apply to any samples that 

become hazardous waste when discarded by the lab. 

They do not apply to samples of materials that are not 

waste which are sent to a lab for analysis. 

Each List of Waste code may be listed separately under 

the same single consignment note code created for the 

return provided:  

 - the samples are taken from the waste at the place 

where it is produced or being held;  



 

 - the classification of the sample is the same as the 

classification of the waste from which it is taken;  

 - the quantity for each sample is not more than is 

needed by the laboratory method for analysis.  

Fluorescent tubes and 

other hazardous lighting 

 20 01 21* 

16 02 13* 

16 02 15*  

20 01 35* 

There are no specific rules for this waste type. 

Air freshener aerosol 

cans from toilets or 

washrooms 

16 05 04* There are no specific rules for this waste type. 

Recovered refrigerant 

gases from servicing of 

refrigeration and air 

conditioning equipment 

14 06 01*  There are no specific rules for this waste type. 

Dry cell portable 

batteries 
20 01 33* There are no specific rules for this waste type. 

Small mixed WEEE from 

household sources only 

20 01 35* 

(20 01 36) 

This applies to small items of household WEEE from 

various EEE categories only and not to other separately 

collected WEEE items including: cathode ray tube and 

flat screen TVs and monitors, refrigeration equipment, 

large household appliances and fluorescent lamps.  

This applies to sorted and co-collected loads containing 

small mixed WEEE, for the movement from a 

household WEEE collection point to another permitted 

or exempt facility only. For the purpose of this 

derogation, a household WEEE collection point 

includes the following: 

 A household waste recycling centre (civic 

amenity site) 

 A bring bank 

 A retailer offering in-store take-back  

Unsorted loads should be dual coded on the 

consignment note as containing both 20-01-35* and 



 

20-01-36, unless pre-sorted to remove any 

hazardous items or components. 

Municipal Pesticides 20 01 19* There are no specific rules for this waste 

 
  



 

Annex 2 - Completing the Consignment Note for These Wastes  
 

If you are not familiar with how to create a consignee return, refer to the guidance on the receiving 

hazardous waste page.  

You don't have to enter each individual consignment of hazardous waste for which the derogation 

applies.  

Instead, for such wastes, enter one consignment code that summarises all of your receipts that relates 

to the quarter for which you are making the return.  

There can be more than one EWC code included in the details for this consignment note code. In other 

words, you can enter the details for each waste type as separate EWC entries but against the same 

consignment code.   

Enter these details in the same consignee return used for recording the other hazardous you have 

received.  

You should not send us two separate consignee returns for the same quarter. 

The details below are required to complete the information required in the consignee return for the 

waste to which the derogation applies. 

You should give the consignment-note code in the following format.  

AAAnnn/QxYYC, where: 

 AAAnnn is your hazardous waste registration number (premises code)  

 Qx is the number of the relevant quarter (use 'Q1' for January to March, 'Q2' for April to 

June, 'Q3' for July to September, and Q4' for October to December)  

 YY is the year (for example, '07' for 2007)  

 C is the country - use 'E' for England and 'W' for Wales. 

Put the following information against that one consignment note code: 

 In the 'Type of Consignment' (Single or Multiple) field, you must enter 'Single'.  

 In the 'Date Received'; field, put the last date of the quarter you received the waste. The date 

must be in the format DD/MM/YYYY (for example if you received the waste between 1 Jan 

2007 and 31 Mar 2007, enter '31/03/2007').  

 Enter your producer registration number (premises code).  

 Enter your postcode.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20120511074051/http:/environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32194.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20120511074051/http:/environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/32194.aspx


 

 Enter the EWC code for the derogated waste type (e.g. fluorescent tubes (200121*). 

For each EWC code, enter the: 

 hazard codes for the waste  

 'physical form'  

 total weight (in kilograms) of waste with that EWC you received in the quarter  

 code for the method you used to dispose of the waste or recycle it. 

 


