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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

Are you doing enough to prevent fire at your waste site? 
 
There have been a number of high-profile fires at waste sites recently. This follows more 
than 230 fires at permitted and exempt waste sites in 2012, with some sites having repeated 
fires. Have you considered the risk of fire on your site and the benefits of doing all you can to 
prevent this happening? 
 
We’re asking you to think about the impact of fire on your business, your reputation, your 
neighbours and your environment. Recent experience shows that large fires in stockpiled 
waste produce plumes of dense black smoke that impact on surrounding businesses, 
communities and transport routes. Contaminated water from fire-fighting threatens nearby 
rivers and site clearance is costly and time consuming. Prevention is better than cure – 
make sure you are prepared. 
 
We’re writing to prompt you to review how you operate your site. In your written procedures 
you’ll include the steps you’re taking to both prevent fires and to minimise the impact of an 
accident. We’ll be checking these procedures and the way you follow them, to make sure 
that they are as good as they can be. 
 
If we’re happy that you are doing all you can to prevent a fire and your site is well-run this 
will be reflected in the compliance band which effects your annual subsistence fee. A well-
run site with appropriate fire prevention measures could reduce your annual subsistence fee 
by 5%. A poorly managed site with huge stockpiles of material and no fire breaks, could 
increase your annual subsistence fee by up to 300% 
 
We are now making compliance information available to local authorities awarding contracts 
for waste management, insurers and other businesses to help them make informed 
decisions. 
 
We’ve included a quick guide here to help you and there is more information available on our 
website. Your local Fire and Rescue Service and trade association can also provide you with 
advice and guidance.  If you have any queries in relation to these matters, please contact 
your usual Environment Officer for advice. 
 
Yours faithfully, 


