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A22NI RQa 2yité UNBL I
environmental justice

A Created in 1989 to respond to Global
Basel Waste Dumping Epidemic in late 80s.

BasiCS A Entered into force in 1992
A Adopts Basel Ban Amendment in 599
A Currently has 191 Parties
A US is of but 5 nofarties



191 Basel Country Members (Parties). Just 5 UN countries are not Partie
Timor, Fiji, Haliti, South Sudan, anduBa.




ACalls for national selufficiency in
waste management (Art. 4.2.b)

What Does ACalls for minimizing all forms of
~ transboundary movement of hazardou
Basel Do and other wastes (Art. 4.2.d)

- ACalls for minimizing the generation of
Soft Law hazardous and other waste (Art. 4.2.a

ACalls for ensuring environmentally sou
management of that which is produce:
(Art. 4.8)



Definesé KI' I F NR2dza ¢l ausSé¢ | yR a2
6laisSaé o0{02L8 2F | 2y@BSyiArzy.
cHazardous Waste Y
1. According to Annexes (I, Il and VIII) What Does

2. Defined as such by National Law of a Base| D07
Country involved in trade scenario

OtherWasté oO! YYSE LLX ¢l aidsSa ¥z
special consideration) Hard Law

1. Wastes collected from households

2. Incinerator ash from incinerating household waste

3. Certain plastic wastdg&ntered into force 2021)

4. Nonhazardous avastes (Enters into force 2025)
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Requires control of export@ ¥ a KI I | NR 2 d
gl ausSacé¢
Prior Informed Consent (PIC) (default)

1. Defines PIC procedure (Art. 6)
What Does 2. Defines lllegal Traffic (Art. 9)

Basel D02 onibitions

- 1. Parties may ban imports nationally (Art. ¢
Hard Law 2. Ban on exports to Antarctica (Art. 4.6)

3. Ban on trade between Parties and fion
Parties without amArticle 1P agreement
(Art. 4.5, Art. 11)

4. Basel Ban Amendment (Art. 4a)
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Entered into Force 2021




~ National Swordg China bans plastic imports
18 March 2018 for plastic scrap unless

purity were 99.5%. The move created major
market disruption

Why the
Plastics
Amendments?
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How the global river of plastic waste changed course in just 12 months

Exports of plastic waste, parings and scrap from G7 countries (OO0 tonnes)

us
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Japan
759

Germany
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UK
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France
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131

Canada
104
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Exporter

China imports

60% of G7
plastic waste
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H1 2017

m UN Statistics Division M49 standard
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Bureau; Japan e-Stat; Eurostat; Statistics Canada

China
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Hong Kong
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| India 102

Taiwan 45
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Thailand 17
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China and Hong

Kong received nearly

60 per cent of plastic

waste exports from G7

countries in the first half of 2017.

Following a Chinese crackdown on

imports of plastic waste, which came into effect at t
beginning of 2018, exports from the G7 fell by more
20 per cent overall. The share of the remaining expo
went to China and Hong Kong fell below 10 per cen
other Asian countries — particularly Malaysia - maki

much of the shortfall.
Visual journalism: David Blood,

Europe (other)
317

Americas (other) 39
Africa 6
Oceania 4

2018
China imports
<10% of G7
plastic waste



After China BanA Plastic
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Why the
Plastics
Amendments?

~ National Swordg China bans plastic
Imports on 1 March 2018 for plastic scrap
unless purity were 99.5%. The move creat
major market disruption.

~ Marine Pollution by Plasticg Multiple
revelations of the degree of plastic

pollution found In our oceans raising global
alarm.






~ National Sword China bans plastic impor
on 1 March 2018 for plastic scrap unless
purity were 99.5%. The move created maj

Why the market disruption.

Plastics ~ Marine Pollution by Plaséiddultiple
" revelations of the degree of plastic
Amendments” pollution found in our oceans raising global

alarm.

~ Basel is Legally Binding Treaty ready td Use
Seen as obvious first iImmediate step to better
control plastic waste generally.
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To ensure control and
transparency (PIC procedure) for
exports and imports of plastic :
wastes which are mostrl)ikely to Inter!tlon of
cause harm, particularly to Plastic Waste
developing countries and the ~ Amendments
marine environment, including

after recycling.



BC-14/12: Amendments to Annexes II, VIII and IX to the
Basel Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Having considered the proposals by the Government of Norway to amend Annexes II, VIII
and IX to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes
and Their Disposal.

1. Decides to amend Amnex II to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal by adding the following entry:

* Mixtures of plastic waste, consisting of polyethylene (PE). polypropylene (PP) and/or polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), provided they are destined for separate recycling® of each material and in an
environmentally sound manner and almost free from contamination and other types of wastes.

2. Also decides to amend Annex VIII to the Basel Convention by inserting a new entry,
A3210, as follows:

A321010

Plastic waste, including mixtures of such waste, containing or contaminated with Annex I constituents, to an
extent that it exhibits an Annex TII characteristic (note the related entries Y48 in Annex IT and on list B
B3011).

Y483

Plastic waste, including mixtures of such waste, with the exception of the following:
e Plastic waste that is hazardous waste pursuant to paragraph 1 (a) of Article 14

e  Plastic waste listed below, provided it is destined for recycling’ in an environmentally sound manner and
almost free from contamination and other types of wastes:®

- Plastic waste almost exclusively’ consisting of one non-halogenated polymer. including but not
limited to the following polymers:

o  Polyethylene (PE)

Polypropylene (PP)

Polystyrene (PS)

Acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS)
Polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
Polycarbonates (PC)

Polyethers

oo 0 o 0 0

- Plastic waste almost exclusively’ consisting of one cured resin or condensation product, including but
not limited to the following resins:

o Urea formaldehyde resins
o Phenol formaldehyde resins
o Melamine formaldehyde resins
o Epoxy resins
o Alkyd resins
- Plastic waste almost exclusively” consisting of one of the following fluorinated polymers:®
o Perfluorocthylene/propylene (FEP)
o Perfluoroalkoxy alkanes:
= Tetratluoroethylene/perfluoroalkyl vinyl ether (PFA)
= Tetrafluoroethylene/perfluoromethyl vinyl ether (MFA)
o Polyvinylfluoride (PVF)
o Polyvinylidenefluoride (PVDF)

3. Further decides to amend the entry B3010 in Annex IX to the Basel Convention by
adding a new footnote to the entry. as follows: “Entry B3010 is effective until 31 December 2020.
Entry B3011 becomes effective as of 1 January 2021.”

4. Decides to amend Annex IX to the Basel Convention by inserting a new entry, B3011. as
follows:

' UNEP/CHW.14/27, annex .

2 This entry becomes effective as of 1 January 2021,

3 Parties can impose stricter requirements in relation to this entry.
4 Note the related entry on list A A3210 in Annex VIIL

5 Recycling/reclamation of organic substances that are not used as solvents (R3 in Annex IV, sect. B) or, if
needed, temporary storage limited to one instance, provided that it is followed by operation R3 and evidenced
by contractual or relevant official documentation.

6In relation to “almost free from contamination and other types of wastes”, international and national
specifications may offer a point of reference.

In relation to “almost exclusively”, international and national specifications may offer a point of reference.

8 Dacteconairmer wastes are evelnded

B30111!

Plastic waste (note the related entries Y48 in Annex IT and on list A A3210):

e  Plastic waste listed below. provided it is destined for recycling’ in an environmentally sound manner and
almost free from contamination and other types of wastes:5

- Plastic waste almost exclusively” consisting of one non-halogenated polymer, including but not
limited to the following polymers:

o Polyethylene (PE)

Polypropylene (PP)

Polystyrene (PS)

Acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS)
Polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
Polycarbonates (PC)

Polyethers

o o o o o 0

- Plastic waste almost exclusively” consisting of one cured resin or condensation product, including but
not limited to the following resins:

o Urea formaldehyde resins

Phenol formaldehyde resins

Melamine formaldehyde resins

Epoxy resins

Alkyd resins

- Plastic waste almost exclusively’ consisting of one of the following fluorinated polymers:®

o o o 0

o Perfluoroethylene/propylene (FEP)
o Perfluoroalkoxy alkanes:
= Tetrafluoroethylene/perfluoroalkyl vinyl ether (PFA)
= Tetrafluoroethylene/perfluoromethyl vinyl ether (MFA)
o Polyvinylfluoride (PVF)
o Polyvinylidenefluoride (PVDF)
s Mixtures of plastic waste, consisting of polyethylene (PE). polypropylene (PP) and/or polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), provided they are destined for separate recycling® of each material and in an
environmentally sound manner, and almost free from contamination and other types of wastes.

9 Recycling/reclamation of organic substances that are not used as solvents (R3 in Annex IV, sect. B). with
prior sorting and, if needed. temporary storage limited to one instance, provided that it is followed by operation
R3 and evidenced by contractual or relevant official documentation.

19 This entry becomes effective as of 1 January 2021.

11 Thic enttv hecomes affective ac of 1 Tamiary 2021 Fntrvy B2010 ic affective 1imtil 21 December 2020




Basel: All plastic wastes are to fit into three listings

-- Non-Hazardous Plastic Waste (Meets one of 4 Exemptions) B3011

-- Hazardous Plastic Waste (waste plastics listed in Annex | of A3210
the Convention unless they do not possess an Annex Il
Characteristic)

-- Everything Else! Y48



Y46 -- Wastes collected
from households

Basel Annex |l 17 Reid N
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A Neither asserted as hazardous or #@azardous

But seen as needing trade controls to protect the
environment and provide transparency.

This is usually due to the likelihood of improper
y Base\! A.‘cnuez,( ” A germent ( i@r al recycling or dumping d
a ,ﬂ I a y S s';l ~ -'F 2El_@ipeﬂe ) ngur('eccﬁomic).
O2 y aARS N)t\ theAvastes\Aretot impacted by the Ban Amendm

(Article 4a) except in the EU, Switzerland and
Liechtenstein.

attributes

A The default control procedure is Prior Informed
Consent (PIC).

A Trade with the US (or oth@ron-parties) will be
lllegal for Basel Parties (e.g. countrmaporting
from the US or exporting to the US).



Four Plastic Waste Types are Exempt from Controls (B30
If not contaminatedand destined to R3 Recycling
(not waste to energy or final disposal

Plastic waste almost exclusively consisting of o
non-halogenated polymer (i.e. no PVC)
examples: PE, PP, PET, PS, ABS etc.

Plastic waste almost exclusively consisting of o
cured resin or condensation product.
examples: urea formaldehyde, epoxy resins




Four Plastic Waste Types are Exempt from Controls (B30
If not contaminatedand destined to R3 Recycling

(not waste to energy or final disposal

3 Plastic waste almost exclusively consisting of on
of a short list of fluorinated polymer wastes.
examples:perfluorovinylether (PFA)

Mixtures of polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PI
and polyethylene terephthalate (PET) provided

they are destined for separate recycling and are
free from contamination and other types of wasts




Anything other than the 4 exempt categories must
either be controlled as either:

AHazardous plastic waste (Annex VIII) (rarely) (A3210)
Will become more of an issue when additives are scrutinized
more carefully! Currently few countries are considering
plastic waste as hazardous.

AWaste for special consideration (Annex II) (commonly)
(Y48)

Most mixed, or halogenated or contaminated plastic scrap.
Not hazardous (A3210), nor nrbazardous (B3011).



The Controls Invoked for Y48 and A3210

¢CKS /2yUNRf Aad Yy2NXIffeée at
A Requires Notification by Exporting State and
Consent of Importing State prior to export
A Assurance of Environmentally Sound Management

But in three key instances a fodinis in effect:

A Exports from Basel Parties of A3210 (hazardous) from
developed to developing counties.

A Exports by the 27 EU countries of Y48 are banned to
developing countries)

A Imports from US (a neRarty) banned by Basel Parties
except Canada. (Party to nbarty ban)



' e-Walste /'Most eVastefRecyclers are
/

1 not separating?n@lymers



Thermosets, 3%

High-Impact
Other Polystyrene (HIPS),
thermoplastics, 28%
25%

Y48 COMPUTER

Polypropylene E N TAG ES HIPS with BFRs, 2%

(PP), 5%
ABS /
Polycarbonate U
blend (ABS/PC), ﬁ_rv intril-
Butadiene-Styrole
8%
(ABS), 26%

C. SLIJKHUIS, RECYCLING PLASTICS FROM WEEE REQUIRING A SENSIBLE AND PRACTICAL APPROACF
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Sell

Examples of
Plastics elastic
tradlng globally as
a! . { €

ABS

Details

Category ABS
Condition Baled
Quantity 600,000 Ibs
Supply Ongoing
Pricing terms FOB

Location

9034 Hiway 301, United States, Rocky
Mount, 27803, North Carolina

ABS, we will bale.

$0.17 /1

& Chat with seller

= Q

Wanted Notifications

Seller

Ishmael Muldrow

Muldrows recycling
® United States



Piles of TV housings sold as ABS not ABS scrap..



