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Basel 
Basics 

Å²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ƻƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ κ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
environmental justice

Å Created in 1989 to respond to Global 
Waste Dumping Epidemic in late 80s.

Å Entered into force in 1992

Å Adopts Basel Ban Amendment in 1995

Å Currently has 191 Parties 

Å US is of but 5 non-Parties



191 Basel Country Members (Parties).  Just 5 UN countries are not Parties: East 

Timor, Fiji, Haiti, South Sudan, and the USA.

BASEL PARTIES

Basel non-Parties



ÅCalls for national self-sufficiency in 
waste management (Art. 4.2.b)

ÅCalls for minimizing all forms of 
transboundary movement of hazardous 
and other wastes (Art. 4.2.d)

ÅCalls for minimizing the generation of 
hazardous and other waste (Art. 4.2.a)

ÅCalls for ensuring environmentally sound 
management of that which is produced 
(Art. 4.8)

What Does 
Basel Do?

-
Soft Law



Defines άƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜέ ŀƴŘ άƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǿŀǎǘŜǎέ ό{ŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ !ǊǘΦ мύ
άHazardous WasteέΥ  
 1.  According to Annexes (I, III and VIII)

2. Defined as such by National Law of a 
Country involved in trade scenario

άOther Wasteέ ό!ƴƴŜȄ LLΣ ǿŀǎǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
special consideration) 

1. Wastes collected from households
2. Incinerator ash from incinerating household waste 
3. Certain plastic wastes (Entered into force 2021) 
4. Non-hazardous e-wastes (Enters into force 2025)

What Does 
Basel Do?

-
Hard Law



Requires control of exports ƻŦ άƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎέ ŀƴŘ άƻǘƘŜǊ     
ǿŀǎǘŜǎέ

          Prior Informed Consent (PIC) (default)
              1. Defines PIC procedure (Art. 6)

  2. Defines Illegal Traffic (Art. 9)

          Prohibitions
        1.  Parties may ban imports nationally (Art. 4.1)
       2.  Ban on exports to Antarctica (Art. 4.6)
       3.  Ban on trade between Parties and non- 
     Parties without an ¬Article 11º agreement  
     (Art. 4.5, Art. 11)
       4.  Basel Ban Amendment (Art. 4a)

What Does 
Basel Do?

-
Hard Law



The Plastic Waste 
Amendments
Entered into Force 2021



Why the 
Plastics 

Amendments?

~ National Sword ς China bans plastic imports  
18 March 2018 for plastic scrap unless 
purity were 99.5%.  The move created major 
market disruption 



From the film òPlastic Chinaó



From the film òPlastic Chinaó





After China Ban Ą Plastic 

Waste Moves to Southeast 

Asia 







Why the 
Plastics 

Amendments?

~ National Sword ς China bans plastic 
imports on 1 March 2018 for plastic scrap 
unless purity were 99.5%.  The move created 
major market disruption.

~ Marine Pollution by Plastics ς Multiple 
revelations of the degree of plastic 
pollution found in our oceans raising global 
alarm. 





Why the 
Plastics 

Amendments?

~ National Sword ð China bans plastic imports 
on 1 March 2018 for plastic scrap unless 
purity were 99.5%.  The move created major 
market disruption.

~ Marine Pollution by Plastics ð Multiple 
revelations of the degree of plastic 
pollution found in our oceans raising global 
alarm. 

~ Basel is Legally Binding Treaty ready to Use ð

Seen as obvious first immediate step to better 

control plastic waste generally. 



Basel Conference of Parties, 14 May 2019 



Intention of 
Plastic Waste 
Amendments

To ensure control and 
transparency (PIC procedure) for 
exports and imports of plastic 
wastes which are most likely to 
cause harm, particularly to 
developing countries and the  
marine environment, including 
after recycling.





Basel: All plastic wastes are to fit into three listings

Description Listing

-- Non-Hazardous Plastic Waste (Meets one of 4 Exemptions) B3011

-- Hazardous Plastic Waste (waste plastics listed in Annex I of 
the Convention unless they do not possess an Annex III 
Characteristic)

A3210

-- Everything Else! Y48



Basel Annex II 
άǿŀǎǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
special 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ

Y46  --  Wastes collected 
from households

Y47 --  Residues arising 
from the incineration of   
household wastes

Y48 ς  άaƛȄŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
/ƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ tƭŀǎǘƛŎǎέ



Basel Annex II 
άǿŀǎǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ

attributes

Å Neither asserted as hazardous or non-hazardous

Å But seen as needing trade controls to protect the            
environment and provide transparency.

Å This is usually due to the likelihood of improper 
management (e.g. informal recycling or dumping due 
to proper recycling being uneconomic). 

Å The wastes are not impacted by the Ban Amendment 
(Article 4a) except in the EU, Switzerland and 
Liechtenstein.   

Å The default control procedure is Prior Informed   
Consent (PIC). 

Å Trade with the US (or other non-parties) will be 

illegal  for Basel Parties (e.g. countries importing 

from the US or exporting to the US). 



Four Plastic Waste Types are Exempt from Controls (B3011)
if not contaminated and destined to R3 Recycling 

(not waste to energy or final disposal)

Plastic waste almost exclusively consisting of one 
non-halogenated polymer (i.e. no PVC)
       examples: PE, PP, PET, PS, ABS etc. 

1

Plastic waste almost exclusively consisting of one 
cured resin or condensation product.
                examples: urea formaldehyde, epoxy resins

2



Plastic waste almost exclusively consisting of one 
of a short list of fluorinated polymer wastes. 
      examples: perfluorovinyl ether (PFA)

3

4
Mixtures of polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP) 
and polyethylene terephthalate (PET) provided 
they are destined for separate recycling and are 
free from contamination and other types of waste.

Four Plastic Waste Types are Exempt from Controls (B3011)
if not contaminated and destined to R3 Recycling 

(not waste to energy or final disposal)



Anything other than the 4 exempt categories must 
either be controlled as either:

ÅHazardous plastic waste  (Annex VIII) (rarely) (A3210)
Will become more of an issue when additives are scrutinized 
more carefully!  Currently few countries are considering 
plastic waste as hazardous.  

ÅWaste for special consideration (Annex II) (commonly)  
(Y48) 

  Most mixed, or halogenated or contaminated plastic scrap. 
Not hazardous (A3210), nor non-hazardous (B3011). 



¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ άtǊƛƻǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ƻƴǎŜƴǘέ όtL/ύΦ

 Ą Requires Notification by Exporting State and   
  Consent of Importing State prior to export

 Ą Assurance of Environmentally Sound Management

But in three key instances a full ban is in effect:   
 Ą Exports from Basel Parties of A3210 (hazardous) from 

developed to developing counties.

          Ą Exports by the 27 EU countries of Y48 are banned to 
developing countries)

 Ą Imports from US (a non-Party) banned by Basel Parties 
 except Canada. (Party to non-Party ban)

 

The Controls Invoked for Y48 and A3210



e-Waste / Most e-Waste Recyclers are 

not separating Polymers



COMPUTER 
PLASTIC 

PERCENTAGES

C. SLIJKHUIS, RECYCLING PLASTICS FROM WEEE REQUIRING A SENSIBLE AND PRACTICAL APPROACHON POPS, 2018.

Y48!



Examples of 
Plastics e-plastic 

trading globally as 
ά!.{έ



Piles of TV housings sold as ABS not ABS scrap...


